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Crosswalks
make strides
near campus

Even the Roo should fear
East Exchange Street.
‘When it comes to i-
ansandﬂ'aﬂic,theUmmpedesTy
of Akron has enj an excep-
tional run of Tuck. You
don't have to rmfes&mal‘
risk assessor to realize the high
ility of tragedy when
undreds of students per hour
are jaywalking across a street -
&ﬁgmwoomdes' a
Part of the is that

Doesn’ti?ﬁer - college
they attend.

The only
mb{r tostop it
s by writing
istronomical-
-.!E =a Pthle- ED SUBA JR./Akron Beacon Journal
rightmare for By applying thick, ladder-type blocks of tape on the pavement, Akron has mafle Es:\st Exchange Street
icollege - or crosswalks more visible between Grant Street and state Route 8 near the University of Akron.
;Kys'u:al bar- A k Route 8) are marked withaspe-  solve the problem. Although no
iers that ) er cial tape applied in an extra- one has the answer, at least offi-
nake jay- /. o wide, ddeé';style design (think . cials are conltmumg to talk. g
walking diffi- ) Abbey Road). Ken Stapleton, executive di-
ult - requir- . © s Because the change was rector of the University Park Al-
ng major dollars. Crosswalk visibility made s han a month ago, “we liance is encouraged. e says

is particular situati i haven’t been able to gauge e wider street mar .

I]I;x?;s additional lem: increases near UA whether it's helping,” Gasper do two things: help t,he river
e s . Bl says. “But when you drive recognize that there’s a high
A crosswalk in the heart of the Continued from Page through, you definitely know volume of people walking and
'mbl?:em - tht; % rm;{l;:g Akron Traffic Engineer Dae where the crosswalks are. biking, and also enﬁqﬂ?ﬁe tthe

ackson to - ") ” » o
l:']si is'n!it au:mmed bya Gasper is a member of a tl?ewn- Th;};l;‘: :’heg :ra:y’lt‘ﬁ :‘;::ve- E:eogh%sv;aclrl?ssg vs.nalls.” 4
raffic signal. Would you be gown task force g{:fnhaf-rh;‘;,s ment-marking tape also will last ~ Well, at least in theory.
rilng o makea leapof ith stdying theproblem. “Theres  DEC T NI e word s encourge
hat drivers will stop for a d . than paint. he res nds with a chuc] el. wil
rosswalk with no stoplight? However, some progress is ‘The paint used on a typical People will do what people
year, more and more being made. Thanks 102 $1L,000  Akyon crosswalk fades withina  do. But anecdotally, people
JA ts are living on or donatjon from the University ear. Not all city crosswalks can ~ seem to be using the crosswalks
«ar the With the Park Atxllliance, %alzxéer’s crews b repainted each year, and in moi e.t’ ’ Hope future anecdotes
pening 50-bed dorm recently were able to dramati- t times, the ones near UA et’s hope anecdote
xchanggf ag; érant in 2007, 3 cally increase the visibility of  have been virtually invisible, never involve freoccupled kids
nd now another 450-bed m;_ the existing crosswalks. ﬁip ropriately enough, the city’s geﬁ}ng l'ilattene by preoccupied
SN oriti vers.

ent apartment complex at Ex- Instead of the city’s typical est priorities are Crossw
hange and South Main, the Stl'algh;,lgsamted lines, the five near elementary, middle and Bob Dyer's Streets column appears each Fri-
antial for tragedy has crosswalks from Grant Street to schools. ~ day. He can be reached at 330-996-3580 or

On the plus side, the massive Goodkirk Street (alongside state But tape alone isn’t going to  bdyer@thebeaconjournal.com.

o 9
lace across the street from the
irant Street dorm has shut
own the sidewalk for an entire
lock, ing students intoa
naller area. But that's obvi-
usly not part of a long-term
X.
_ Both the university and the
ity are
Deputy Dave Lie-

erth mg::s Don Plus-
uellic, “has had a personal ex-
erience with a student
mning in front of his car near

Please see Dyer, B3



